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functions of undersigned counsel's standard word-processing software have been employed, 
and counsel has reviewed the document to check the specification, however, counsel believes 
that the specification is correct in its spelling and use of language as originally filed. 

Counsel appreciates the Examiner's detection of some confusing misnumbering in the 
specification and drawings between the IC and the wheel. The correct reference numberfor 
the IC is 28, and for the wheel 30. These corrections have been made in the specification, as 
noted in the attachment captioned VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW AMENDMENTS 
Qaade. 

5 The specification has also been corrected to reflect several reference numbers having 
3>rime notation as indicative of an alternate embodiment shown in FIGS. 4-7. Accordingly, the 
drawings require nofurther correction, as all reference numbers shown therein now correctly 
jjnatch the written specification. Undersigned counsel apologizes for any confusion, and 
a appreciates the Examiner's careful review of the application in that regard. 

§The Claims Are Novel Ov er The Cited Referee 

S3 The description of the present invention, as originally filed, clearly indicate that the 
r Applicants' lightfor vehicle wheels includes a switch which activates a light source in response 
to motion of the wheel. In this regard, Applicants have made minor clarifying amendments in 
the independent claims so that it is clear that the motion to which the switch is responsive is 

indeed wheel motion. 

Applicants respectfully point out that the Duke reference teaches a wheel lightwhich 
is turned on and off, not by wheel motion, but manually by the user rotating the housing and 
sleeve assembly around the longitudinal central axis of the device. Specifically, please see 
Duke at column 3, lines 1 0-29. This limitation of the Duke device is also reflected in all its 

7 


MAR. 28. '2002 3:41PM 



NO. 655 


In re Patent Application of 
Daniel J. Deutsch, et al. 


Serial No. 09/756,458 
Filed January 9, 2001 


independent claims, for example: in Claim 1 at column 4. lines 1 7-24; in Claim 1 2 at column 
5, lines 50-61 ; and in Claim 1 8 at column 7, line 1 5, through column 8, line 9. It is apparent 
from Duke's description and claim recitations that the rotation required to turn the light on and 
off cannot be provided by motion of the wheel, but must be accomplished manually. 

Accordingly, Duke does not describe, or even suggest a switch which is activated by 
the wheel motion. Duke, therefore, cannot anticipate or make obvious the present invention. 

^Conclusion 

5 In view of the clarifying amendments and the remarks presented herein, Applicants 
Respectfully submit that these claims are patentable. In addition, their respective dependent 
Jclaims, which recite yet further distinguishing features, are also patentable and require no 
further discussion. The application should, therefore, be in condition for allowance and such 

i" action is respectfully requested as soon as possible due to actual copying of the device by an 

O 

infringer. 


O 

m 
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If thefurther prosecution can befacilitated through a telephone conference between the 
Examiner and the undersigned, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone the 
undersigned at his convenience. 


Respectfully submitted, C0PV RECEIVED 

f MAR 2 8 2002 


Enrique G. Estevez*- 

Reg. No. 37,823 

Allen, Dyer, Doppelt, Milbrath & Gilchrist, P.A. 

255 S. Orange Ave., Suite 1401 

P. O. Box 3791 

Orlando, Florida 32802 

(407)841-2330 


Certificate of Filing bv Fa csimile Telecopier 


4 hereby certify that this correspondence, addressed to Commissioner of Patents and 
Srrademarks, Washington, D.C, 20231 is being filed with the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office by facsimile telecopier transmittal to Group Art Unit 2875, as an Official 

Amendment at (703) 308-7722, on March 28, 2002. 
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VERSION WITH MA ff KINGS TO SH9 W AMENDMENTS MADE 

In the Specification 

On page 4, please delete the sentence beginning at line 5 and ending midday through 
line7, and substitute the following sentence: 

FIGS. 1 through 7 illustrate the present invention, amotion 
activated wheel light 1 0 for a vehicle wheel [28] 30 having an air 
P valve stem. 

$ On page 4, please delete the sentence beginning on line 1 3 and ending on line 1 5, and 
Substitute the following sentence: 

r The housing 1 2 serves to connect the wheel light 10 to the air 

W| valve stem of a vehicle wheel [28] 30, as shown in FIG. 7. 

a " On page 4, please delete the sentence beginning on line 22 and ending on line 28, and 

Substitute the following sentence: 

O A motion activated switch 1 8 is connected to the power source 

§ 1 4 and to the light source 1 6 through the electrical circuit so as 

^ to close the circuit and energize the light source 1 6 responsive 

to movement of the wheel [28] 30, the movement being 
preferably rotational motion when the vehicle is moving. 
On page 4, please delete the sentence beginning on line 29 and ending on line 32, and 
substitute the following sentence: 

The skilled artisan will know that vehicle wheels [28] 30, 
particularly in modem vehicles having tubeless pneumatic tires, 
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comprise air valves wherein the valve stem is connected directly 
to the wheel rim. 

On page 5, please delete the sentence beginning on line 14 and ending on line 1 8, and 
substitute the following sentence: 

As shown in FIGS. 3-5 and 7, the housing 12 preferably has 
threads 15 complementary to those found on a standard air valve 
stem and connects the wheel light 10 to the wheel [28] 30 by 
P screwing onto the valve stem. 

P On page 5, please delete the sentence beginning on line 26 and ending on line 29, and 

S! 

Usubstitute the following sentence: 

5 For example, the light source 1 6 itself may comprise a shape 

W which lights up as the wheel [28] 30 is rotating to form the visually 

s perceptible light image, or design. 

P On page 5, please delete the sentence beginning on line 31 and ending on line 34, and 
Substitute the following sentence: 

§ The light source 1 6 itself may emit colored light, or the housing 

^ 1 2 may comprise material having one or more colors to thereby 

produce a visually perceptible image in color as the wheel [28] 

30 rotates. 

On page 7, please delete the paragraph beginning on line 9 and ending page 8, line 
2, and substitute thefollowing paragraph (only FIG. references and reference numbers have 
been changed): 
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In another embodiment of the wheel light [10] 101, as 
shown in [FIG. 6] FIGS. 4-7 . the wheel light includes a motion 
sensitive switch [1 8] 1£ connected to the power source 1 4 and 
to the light source 1 6 to thereby control power flow energizing the 
light source 16. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the switch [18] 18[ is 
motion activated, and more specifically, is responsive to a 
centrifugal force generated when the vehicle wheel [28] 3Q is 
moving in a rotational motion. Those skilled in the art will know 
how to construct a mechanism as shown In FIGS. 4 and 6, 
comprising a biasing member, preferably a spring, calibrated to 
respond to an applied force so as to close an electrical contact 
and energize the light source 16. An embodiment of the switch 
[1 8] 18; shown in FIGS. 4 and 6 includes a first biasing member 
20, a second biasing member 22, a switch contact [24] 2£, and 
a circuit board 26 having an integrated circuit 28. When the 
wheel light [1 0] 1CT is connected to an air valve stem, the applied 
force will be a centrifugal force generated when the wheel 30 
rotates. This force will act on the wheel light [10] 10[ In a 
downward direction, the lower end of the wheel light being at that 
end of the housing [1 2] 12! comprising the connector for the air 
valve stem, preferably threads 1 5 as shown in FIG. 7. Theforce 
moves the power source 1 4 toward the lower end of the housing, 
thereby also moving the biasing member to touch switch contact 
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[24] 24 to thereby close the electrical circuit and energize the 
light source. 


In the Claims 

1. (amended) A motion activated lightfor a vehicle wheel having an air valve stem, said light 
comprising: 


Cn responsive to movement of the wheel [so as] to thereby energize the light source 

m 

I [responsive to movement of the wheel]. 

s 

a.(amended) Amotion activated light fora vehicle wheel having an airvalve withathreaded 
litem, said light comprising: 

^ a housing having threads complementary to the threaded stem for connecting 

said light to the air valve stem; 

a power source connected to an electrical circuit; 

a light emitting diode connected to the electrical circuit; and 

a [motion sensitive] switch connected to close the electrical circuit responsive 

to movement of the wheel so as to energize the light emitting diode. 


a connector complementary to the air valve stem for connecting said light 


P 

m 


thereto; 


a power source connected in an electrical circuit; 

a light source connected to said power source through the electrical circuit; and 

a [motion sensitive] switch connected to the electrical circuit, said switch 
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16.(amended) A lighted wheel for a vehicle, comprising: 

a pneumatic tire comprising an air valve having a stem; and 
a motion activated light connected to the air valve stem; 
wherein the motion activated light comprises an electrical circuit having a power 
source, a light source, and a [motion sensitive] switch sensitive to motion of the wheel 
and connected to close the circuit to thereby energize the light source responsive to 
motion of the wheel. 

^.(amended) A method of lighting a vehicle wheel having an air valve stem, the method 
^comprising: 

f! connecting a [motion activated] light source to the air valve stem of the wheel, 

IH said light source activated bv sufficient wheel motion ; and 
If emitting light by causing the wheel to move sufficiently to activate the light 

2 source. 

b 

|^8.(amended) A method of forming a visually perceptible light image adjacent a rotating 
Hvheel on a moving vehicle, the wheel having an air valve stem, comprising: 

connecting a [motion activated] light to the air valve stem of the wheel, the light 
capable of being activated bv suf ficient wheel rotation and comprising a 
predetermined shape for forming the light image; and 

. causing the vehicle to move so as to impart sufficient rotation to the wheel to 
activate the light source to emit light, thereby forming the visually perceptible light 
image. 
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